Application No. 09/981,790 
Attorney Docket No. 10931.0003-01 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, wherein the first heart 
structure is a first heart wall wh e rein pos i t i on i ng tho dovic o further inc l udes anchor i ng 
another ond of the e l ongate momb o r proximat e th o annulus of th o va l vo . 

61 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, wherein the first and 
second elongate members are tension members at le ast on e el ongat e m e mb e r includ e s 
a t e nsion m e mb e r . 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, wherein securing the 
device to the in situ mitral valve includes sewing the device to an atrial side of the in situ 
mitral valve th e at le ast one e l ongat e m e mb e r includ e s a p l ura li ty of e longat e m e mb e rs . 

63. (Cancelled) 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[83]] 60, wherein the 
second heart structure is a second heart wall opposing the first heart wall heart- 
structure i ncludes a wa ll of a h e art chamb e r . 
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65. (Cancelled) 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, further comprising 
securing a third elongate member between the first heart structure and the second heart 
structure wh e r e in alt e ring th e g e om e try of th e h e art structur e includ e s a l t e r i ng at le ast 
on e of a transv e rs e radia l dim e ns i on and v e rt i cal d i m e nsion of a h e art chamb e r dur i ng 
at l east a portion of tho card i ac cycl o. 

67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[66]] 62, wherein sewing 
the device to an atrial side of the in situ mitral valve draws tissue toward an inside of the 
ring-like member wh e r ei n a l t e ring at l e ast on e of the transv e rs e rad i a l dim e nsion and 
v e rtica l d i mension includ e s r e duc i ng at loast on o of th e transvers e radia l d i mens i on and 
v e rtica l d i m e ns i on . 

68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 83, wherein a distal 
portion of one of the first and second elongate members is in contact with a papillary 
muscle of the left ventricle positioning th e d e v i c e includ e s position i ng th e d e v i c e so as 
to a l tor a posit i on of at loast ono pap i l l ary muscle assoc i ated with tho va l ve . 

69-82. (Cancelled) 
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83. (Currently Amended) A method of treating an in situ mitral valve, the 
method comprising: 

securing a device to the in situ mitral valve, the device including a ring-like 
member and first and second elongate members extending therefrom, wherein each of 
the first and second elongate members includes a proximal portion and a distal portion; 

securing the first elongate member to a first heart structure of a left ventricle 
associated with the in situ mitral valve; and 

securing the second elongate member to a second heart structure of the left 
ventricle, wherein the second heart structure is different from the first heart structure 

pos i t i on i ng a passiv e d e v i c e with rosp e ct to a h e art such that, throughout th e 
cardiac cycl e , a portion of th o d e vice contacts and passively alters a goomotry of hoart 
structur e oth e r than le afl e ts, chorda e , pap ill ary musc le s, and an annu l us assoc i at e d 
w i th tho in situ mitra l va l v o , whoro i n tho pass i v e dev i ce draws together loaf lo ts of th o i n 
situ va l ve to promot e c l osure of tho in situ valve, and whoroin positioning th o d o vic o 
includes extend i ng at l east a portion of at l east ono e l ongate member w i th i n a chamber 
of th e h e art and anchor i ng an e nd of th e at le ast on e e longat e m e mb e r to on e of a wa ll 
surround i ng the h e art chamb e r and a papi l lary muscl e i n th e chamb e r . 

84. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[68]] 83, further 
comprising whor o in a l t e r i ng th e posit i on of tho at loast on o pap ill ary musc lo associated 
w i th th e va l v e i nc l ud e s drawing th e at l e ast on e a papillary muscle toward the in situ 
mitral valve. 
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85. (Currently Amended) A method of treating an in situ mitral valve, the 
method comprising: 

securing a ring to the in situ mitral valve; 

extending an elongate member from the ring to a heart structure within a left 
ventricle associated with the in situ mitral valve; and 

disposing a distal portion of the elongate member in direct contact with a 
papillary muscle of the left ventricle 

position i ng a pass i ve devico with rosp o ct to a h e art such that, throughout tho 
card i ac cyc l o, a port i on of th e d e vice contacts and passively alters a goomotry of heart 
structur e oth e r than l e afl e ts, chorda e , pap ill ary musc le s, and an annu l us assoc i at e d 
w i th th e i n s i tu m i tra l va l v e , wh e r ei n th e pass i v e d e v i c e draws tog e th e r l e af le ts of th e i n 
s i tu valv e to promot e c l osur e of th e in s i tu va l v e , and wh e r ei n pos i tion i ng th e d e v i c e 
inc l ud e s positioning tho dovico so as to alt e r a position of a t le ast on o pap i llary musclo 
associat e d with th e va l v e. 

86. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, further comprising 
where i n a l ter i ng tho posit i on of th o at l o ast on e pap il lary muscl o assoc i ated with tho 
va l v e inc l ud e s drawing the at le ast on e papillary muscle toward the in situ mitral valve. 

87. (Currently Amended) A method of treating an in situ mitral valve, the 
method comprising: 

sewing a ring to an atrial side of the in situ mitral valve: 
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extending a first elongate member from the ring to a first anchor point, wherein 
the first anchor point includes a first papillary muscle: and 

drawing the first papillary muscle towards the in situ mitral valve 
posit i oning a passive dev i ce with r o sp e ct to a hoart such that, throughout tho 
cardi a c cyc l o, a portion of tho dovic o contacts and passiv el y a l ters a geometry of h o art 
structur e othor than loaflots, chordae, pap ill ary musclos, and an annu l us associated 
w i th tho in situ mitra l va l vo, wh o r e in the passive devic e draws together loaflots of th o in 
situ va l ve to promot e c l osure of th e in situ va l v o , and wherein tho dovico includ e s an 
el ongate memb e r that traverses a chamber of th o h o art . 

88. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 87, wherein sewing the 
ring to an atrial side of the in situ mitral valve includes drawing tissue towards an inside 
of the ring tho hoart structure i ncludes a wa l l of a heart chamber . 

89. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 87, further comprising the 
step of extending a second elongate member from the ring to a second anchor point, 
the second anchor point including a second papillary muscle different from the first 
papillary muscle wh e r ei n alt e r i ng th e g e om e try of th e h e art structur e includ e s a l ter i ng at 
le ast on e of a transv e rs e rad i a l d i m e nsion and v e rt i ca l d i m e nsion of a h e art chamb e r 
dur i ng at l east a portion of tho cardiac cyc l o . 

90. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 89, further comprising 
anchoring the first and second elongate members to an exterior heart wall wh e r e in 
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a l t e ring at le ast on e of th e transv e rs e radia l dim e ns i on and vert i ca l d i m e nsion includ e s 
r e duc i ng at le ast on e of th e transv e rs e rad i al dimens i on and v e rt i cal dim e nsion . 



91-98. (Cancelled) 



